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Units Which Trained At Camp Forrest

Long Term Assignment
33nd Division
75th Field Artillery Brigade
80th Division
8th Division
[7th Airborne Division
Sth Armored Division
2nd Ranger Battalion

5th Ranger Battalion

Short Term Assignment
5th Division
26th Division
78th Division
106th Division
30th Division

79th Division




Unattached Units
257th Signal Construction Company {colored)
118th Signal Radio Company
12th Field Artillery Observer Battalion
14th Field Artillery H.Q. Battery
775th Tank Destroyer Battery
809th Tank Destroyer Battery
810th Tank Destroyer Battery
633rd Tank Destroyer Battery
829th Tank Destroyer Battery
68th Medical Regiment
92nd Ordinance Company
108th Ordinance Company
78th Quartermaster Battalion
28th Quartermaster Regiment (colored)
98th Engineer Battalion (colored)
184th Field Artillery (colored)
24th IM Car Company (colored)
580th Ordinance Company (colored}
365th Engineering Battalion (colored)
65th Quartermaster Battalion (colored)
366th Engineering Company (colored)

216th General Hospital




12th Station Hospital Unit
65th Medical Regiment

68th Medical Group

106th Station Hospital Unit
23rd Hospital Train

24th Hospital Train

1st Hospital Train

7th Hospital Train

331st Medical Group

39th Evacuation Hospital
106th Evacuation Hospital
109th Evacuation Hospital
116th Evacuation Hospital
46th Medical Depot Company
48th Medical Depot Company

4 Medical Sanitary Companies - Unit numbers unknown
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Foreword

The United States Air Force, through its Legacy program, has made possible this
investigation into the history of Camp Forrest. The support of Colonel William Rutley,
commander of Amold Air Force Base, and of Dr. David Hiebert, Base Historian, was crucial
to the success of this project. Indeed, Dr. Hierbert took the initiative in pursuing a grant from
the Legacy program and only after the plan was conceived did Motlow State Community College
become involved. This involvement was much expedited by the guidance of Mrs. Ernestine
Badman, Arnold Engineering Developiment Center Contracting Officer.

The Administration of Motlow College, especially the Vice-President of Business and
Management, Mr. Mike Posey, and the Comptroller, Mrs. Gaye Martin, worked quite hard to
enable the project to become a reality.

As Principal Investigator 1 have been most ably assisted by Ms, Debra Sain who has done
a great deal of the field investigation and interviewing. Henry Morsette skillfully prepared the
computer generated maps of Camp Peay and of the Camp Forrest hospital. Ms. Debi Hammond
typed the manuscript from a handwritten version.

Special thanks is due Allan Parsons of Danville, Indiana, for his interest in and support
of this project. Dr. Richard I. Sommers of the U.S. Army Military History Institute at Carlisle
Barracks, Pennsylvania was most helpful. Kenneth D. Schlessinger of the National Archives
located valuable Camp Forrest material in Washington. Ken Feith of the Tennessee State
Archives and Library performed the same chore in Nashville. Susan Gordon of the Tennessee
Historical Society was frequently helpful. Ed Frank of the Mississippi Valley collection at

Memphis State Untversity helped me find photographs and Mrs. Barbara Flanary made available




the papers of Senator Kenneth D. McKellar and provided me with work space at the Cossit-
Goodwyn Branch of the Memphis Public Library.

Chancellor Fricks Stewart and Ms. Mark Stewart gave me access to the privately held
papers of Senator Tom Stewart. The Motlow College library staff cheerfully filled many
requests for Inter-Library Loans.

Mrs. Prentice Cooper graciously made available to me material from the administration
of her husband who was Governor of Tennessee during the Camp Forrest years.

Area newspapers were a source of many contacts thanks to publication of Letters to the
Editor seeking Camp Forrest Veterans and employees. The Nashville Banner, the Chicago

Defender, and the Baltimore African-American ran stories about the project.

Too much recognition cannot be given the hundreds of men and women who gave therr
time to be interviewed and who freely shared photos, mementoes, and souvenirs of Camp
Forrest along with their stories.

But the greatest thanks of all should go to those thousands of men and women who built,
operated, and trained at Camp Forrest. They placed their lives in the balance at a time of
national crisis and many of them paid "the last full measure of devotion.” This history is about
them.

Michael R. Bradley




A Sleepy Southern Town

Founded in 1850, Tullahoma, Tennessee, was a sleepy little Southern town for most of
its existen;:e. During the Civil War there was a flurry of activity when, for six months, the
town was headquarters and supply base for the Confederate Army of Tennessee under General
Braxton Bragg. Despite building extensive field fortifications around the little tbwn Bragg was
maneuvered out of his base by the Union commander General William Rosecrans. Since no
battle was fought Tullahoma became a footnote rather than a chapter in Civil War history.

In the last third of the Nineteenth Century Tullahoma developed a reputation as something
of a health resort. This reputation revolved around the absence of malaria, thanks to the town’s
elevation above sea level; and an absence of typhoid, thanks to an excellent municipal water
supply. In keeping with popular ideas of the time the town also touted the presence mineral
water springs at locations in and around the town.

A modest land boom occurred about 1900 when conflict over tobacco marketing practices
in parts of Tennessee and Kentucky caused many tobacco farmers to move to the Tullahoma
area. This crop did well in the area. Because the local varitey of tobacco was cured by firing,
as opposed to being air cured, much of the country around Tullahoma was stripped of its timber
and left to be taken over by second-growth scrub timber,

Dark fired tobacco was very popular in Europe but the market for it collapsed when World
War One broke out. That market was never regained and large-scale growth of tobacco
disappeared form the immediate area.

Another popular local industry had been the distilling of fruit brandy. In 1915 there were

a dozen distilleries in the Tullahoma area and extensive acreage was given over to peach and




applc orchards. The adoption of the Prohibition Amendment to the U.S. Constitution sounded
the death knell for this activity. Tullahoma was too far from major markets and the fruit not
of high enough quality to be sold as produce.

There was a small industrial base for the town's economy. The Campbell Company
manufactured wheel hubs, wheel spol\{es, golf club shafts, hockey sticks, and some furniture.
Lannom Manufacturing Company made baseballs. Clothing was produced by the Tennessee
Overall Company, the Tennessee Glove Company, and General Shoe Company. There were
also several lumber companies selling rough lumber and cross ties and an ice cream company.
About 1,100 persons had industrial jobs in Tullahoma.

From 1850 to 1940 the main source of income for the town was the presence of the
railroad, the main line from Nashville to Chattanooga and, subsequently, points north, south,
and east. It was as a railhead and shipping point for the surrounding area of the highland rim
that Tullahoma found its reason for existence.

In an attempt to stimulate more business the Nashville, Chattanooga, and St. Louis
Railway (NC and St L) gave the state of Tennessee 1,040 acres of land on the outskirts of
Tullahoma with the understanding that a National Guard summer camp would be established
there. This was done in 1926, the facility being named Camp Peay in honor of Governor Austin
Peay. This camp contained a haif—dozen permanent buildings, mostly offices and mess halls.
There were crude latrines and showers but housing was in tents. Several dozen concrete pads
were provided and the troops erected squad tents for shelter during the limited period of time
the Camp was used cach year. An average of 1,500 troops came to Camp Peay for two weeks

at the end of July and the beginning of August each year.




" Mr. Hubert Robertson and his sister, Mrs. Gladys Griffin, grew up on the Camp Peay
property where their father, Kenneth, was the caretaker. They lived in one of the mess halls,
a building 24’ x 96’. Wires were strung from side to side of the building and curtains were
hung to divide the building into "rooms.” The family cooked in the mess hall kitchen.

For much of the year the main duty of the caretaker was to keep the grass cut using a
horse-drawn mower. It was especially important that he keep the grass cut on the landing strip
at the Camp because that was an emergency air field. If a plane going between Nashville and
Chattanooga became lost at night one of those air fields would telephone Camp Peay and the

_caretaker would go out to the field and turn on the beacon light until the pane landed or buzzed
the field to show they had regained their bearings.

- Most of the Camp buildings were mess halls, 22 in all, one for each company. Behind
the mess halls were rows of 12° x 12’ concrete pads where tents would be pitched. At the far
end of the company street from the mess halls were the latrines and showers. Shower water was
disposed of in gravel-filled pits. There were sewer lines and a septic tank for the toilets.

While there was a garage for housing a few vehicles there was also a long hitching rack
for horses. Many Tennessee National Guard units were still horse-mounted cavalry.

When the Guard arrived for training the Robertson family moved away from the Camp
for the duration. Being caretaker was not a full-time job so Mr. Robertson held a \?ariety of
other jobs in the community.

In 1936 refugees from the great flood on the Mississippi River were sent to Camp Peay

for temporary housing. Mr, Robertson helped haul the food scraps from the refugees to feed




hogs. About that same time he and his brother cut, hauled, and stacked a cord of wood (3’ x
4’ x 4°) for each mess hall. He and his brother were paid $1.00 per cord.

One of the high points of the year was when FBI agents would come out form Nashville
and Chattanooga for fire-arms training. The family did not have to move out then and the boys
got to pull the targets up and down for the mep. What was even better, the men left all their
extra food for the family. This was at the height of the depression and the cheese, bread, and
ground beef were welcome by the children since Kenneth Robertson was paid $25.00 a month
as caretaker. This was considered a good job for the Tullahoma area during the Depression, but
clearly, the military presence was not making a huge impression on the local economy.

The military presence, limited though it was, did make an impact on the social life of the
community. When the National Guard arrived many officers brought their wives and families
with them. All the hotels and boarding houses would be crowded and the town would
experience something of a social whirl, Dances were held each week in the Officer’s Club and
dance hall, a skating rink would be set up near the Camp, and outdoors band concerts were often
held in the evenings.

By 1940, the worst aspects of the Depression had been alleviated. There were no soup
kitchens or bread lines and people no longer worried about starvation. But prosperity was not
a reality either. National unemployment was quite high and, locally, was well into double digits.
The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) was accepting between twenty and thirty young men
from Coffee County every month. Since these were supposed to be selected from among the
poorest of the poor, their numbers are a measure of the area’s poverty. The Works Progress

Administration (WPA) also employed a large, but fluctuating number of Coffee Countians. A




number of WPA projects were under way, including paving the road down Cascade Hollow
towards the George Dickle Distillery.

A local farmer recalls that not only could agricultural labor be hired for $0.50 a day, most
of the single men his father hired chose three meals a day over the money, correctly assessing
they would eat more than $0.50 could buy.

The value of farm land in Coffee County ranged from just under $5.00 an acre for hill
land to $3.00 an acre for creek bottom land. Much of the woods land was practically worthless
since the scrub oak trees were useless for timber and much of the woodlands were set ablaze
gvery winter to "clear out the brush." This burning over weakened the little valuable timber
available.

- The 1940 census shows that Manchester, the county seat, had a population of 1,750 while
Tullahoma had 4,500 residents. Highway US 41 through Manchester had been paved from
Nashville to Chattanooga as had the road form Manchester to Tullahoma (the "Old" Manchester-
Tullahoma road). U.S. Highway 41A linking Tullahoma o Shelbyville and Winchester did not
exist, Travel was by the "old" roads which were narrow and winding. Almost none of the farm
to market roads were paved although grav-eled roads were rapidly replacing dirt ones. At this
time Coffee County had 75 miles of paved road and 300 miles of gravel. Gravel did not
guarantée a good surface, however. Mrs. Oscar Hill worked with the Red Cross and she recalls
getting stuck on a public road in the Mud Creek community. As night approached she was
greatly relieved to {find a man with a team of mules who pulled her out of the mud. .Mary

Adams, now Mary Adams McKissick, was a welfare worker with the State of Tennessee. She




recalls that many of the poorer families did not live on a public road. She often drove her car
up creek beds to reach isolated homes.

Tullahoma and Coffee County were not unaware of world conditions. Extant copies of
local papers show that there were regular feature stories about events in Europe with some
attention given to Asian affairs. The Congressman for the district, Albert Gore, Sr., ran a
column regularly in the local papers. In this he frequently addressed international affairs and
their potential impact on Coffee County. Although much of the rural area had not yet been
reached by eléctricity, the Rural Electrification Authority Iwas not created until 1935, many farm
families had battery radios. WSM, Nashville, was a major source of news and information.
Thanks to the railroad, papers from Nashville and Chattanooga arrived the day of publication.
Therefore, the rise to power of Adolph Hitler, the militaljzation of Japan, the Munich Crisis,
and the Anschloss with Austria were topics of discussion locally even if they did share top
billing with the weather, crop conditions and prices, and local social or sporting events. The
presence of Cordell Hull, a Tennessean, at the Department of State as Secretary no doubt added
something to the local interest in ilntemational affairs.

Some area residents were very much interested in international affairs. One of
Tennessee’s U.S. Senators, Tom Stewart, was from near-by Winchester. The growing
likelihood of U.S. involvement in the European war meant a crisis of foreign policy but it also
meant expansion of the armed forces and of government expenditures. Senator Stewart was
determined to see that some of that money would be spent in Tennessee, and Winchester would

be as good a place as any.



Senator Kenneth McKellar, the other Tennessee Senator, was a powerful member of the
Senate Appropriations Committee. His views on the advisability of having part of the pre-1940
military build-up occur in Tennessee were made well known to the Army and to the other
members of the Appropriations Committee.

There is a persistent story, related by the Senator’s son, Chancellor Fricks Stewart, among
others, that Senator McKellar simply made a power play to secure the base for Tennessee.
According to the story McKellar asked Stewart to accompany him to the War Department to
review the list of potential new Army bases. There were no Tennessee locations on the list so
McKellar said "Tom, get your hat. These boys have not put any bases in Tennessee so they can
go fish for money." By the time Senator Stewart reached his office the War Department was
| on the phone saying a base would be placed at Tullahoma. Later McKellar called Stewart and
said, "T;(‘}v"n:l, that is the way you handle these Army boys."

Given the nature of politics something like this may very well have taken place. However,
Tullahomi Mayor Donald Campbell gave credit for the location of Camp Forrest to three men:
State Treasurer John Harton, Sr., Governor Prentice Cooper, and Senator Tom Stewart. The
voting record of Senator Stewart makes it quite clear he was a supporter of national
preparedness. For example, he voted for the peace-time draft in 1940 and voted to extend the
draft in 194]. This measure passed by only one vote. This record indicates Stewart pushed
hard for the establishment of military bases, so why should one of them not be in a favorable
location near the Senator’s home?

Senators Stewart and McKellar were only reacting to the Ieadership of President Franklin

D. Roosevelt and his chief military advisor, General George C. Marshall. Roosevelt had been




worried about the future of world peace since the outbreak of the Spanish Civil War in 1935.
General Marshall was well aware that the U.S. Army was twenty-third in size world-wide,
slightly larger than the army of Bulgaria but slightly smaller than that of Portugal. Marshall,
at Roosevelt’s behest, took action.

Ralph Smykal recalls that his father, Colonel Richard Smykal of the Thirty-Third Infantry
Division of the Illinois National Guard, attended the Command and Staff school Marshall
conducted for the Ilinois Guard as their training director from 1934-1936. At this school the
tactics of the Confederate general Nathan Bedford Forrest were studied. Forrest, in effect,
invented the blitzkrieg using horses for rapid movement and highly mobile artillery for his shock
force. When the war broke out in Europe on September 1, 1939, Colonel Smykal was assigned
to a committee to select sites in the United States where an expanded American military could
be trained for war. The existence of this committee 18 confirmed by a letter from General
George ‘Marshall to Senator Kenneth McKellar of Tennessee, February 20, 1940, This
committes visited several locations in Texas and the south-western United States where there was
plenty of room for training but General Marshall continued to insist that training should include
sites with a climate and topography similar to Europe. These criteria caused the Committee to
focus on Middle Tennessee.

Cotlonel Smykal visited the Tullahoma area several times before 1940. He was impressed
with the fact that Middle Tennessee offered a variety of terrain; rolling hills, mountains, rivers,
and that Tullahoma had good transportation facilities thanks to the main line of the railroad.
Immediately on the edge of town was the existing National Guard encampment, Camp Peay,

and, just as vital, there were hundreds of acres of scrub timber and marginal farmland which




could be acquired cheaply to provide a place for housing and training troops. Good
transportation, cheap housing area, appropriate terrain for maneuvers; the Tullahoma area had
it all.

Because of the depressed economy there was a large number of people anxious to find
work. This would allow for rapid construction of facilities, when the time came, and would
produce a large number of civillan employees to run a camp should an operational facility be
constructed. The use of civilian employees would allow the military to use all its resources for
War.

Lacking in the Tullahoma area was an infrastructure to support a huge military training
facility. The road system was poor, there were few railroad sidings and off-loading facilities,
all the surrounding towns were small and could not supply food and housing for construction
workers or for families of troops.

The local telephone system was just making the transition from the wall-mounted, hand-
cranked magneto phone system to the battery operated-operator assisted system. Even so, the
telephone system was geared only to a small town. Mr. W.E. Stephens recalls there being only
eight or ten operators in the Tullahoma phone system. These, of course, were not all on duty
at the same time because the exchange was open twenty-four hours a day. The town
switchboard was housed on Lincoln street upstairs over a men’s clothing store. There was one
movie theater in Tullahoma, several beer taverns, and not much else for entertainment. One
resident, Mrs, Shirley Gray, recalls that, while she was too young to participate, a favorite form
of entertainment for teens was to park on Lincoln or Jackson street, sit on the fender or running

board of the car, and watch to see who would go by. Although there were a number of




churches in Tullahoma they were all of the main-line Protestant denominations. There were no
Catholic or Jewish congregations.

Also, the town was almost all white in race. Racial segregation was a fact of life virtually
throughout the United States but in the South the customary separation of the races (de facto
segregation) was reinforced by law (de jure segregation). The Armed Forces of the United
States reflected this racial situation by maintaining rigidly segregated units in ail branches of
service, a situation which would endure until 1943. However, if a large army base were to be
constructed it was to be expected that a significant number of African American workers would
be attracted to Tullahoma and the surrounding area. There was also the possibility that a Negro
unit would be stationed at the base. The potential for racial friction and the provisions for
troops of a racial minority would have to be considered.  If a camp were to be built it would
have to be self-sustaining and wouid need to be prepared to cope with these problems.

:Meanwhile events were moving:rapidly. ‘In the spring of 1940 dramatic events transpired
in Europe. The preceding September the Wehrmacht had attacked Poland at Hitler’s command.
The Soviet Union had joined the attack at almost the same time as Stalin attempted to gain a
cushion against further Nazi aggression. This fighting ended in about six weeks. The period
of October 1939 to May 1940 was generally referred to as the "phoney war" or, as someone
with a wry sense of humor put it, "after the blitzkrieg came the sitzkrieg."

With the spring of 1940 came a return to lightning war. Dry ground and clear skies gave
Hitler’s forces the conditions they needed to attack and to overrun western Europe. In a period
of six weeks the Swastika flag advanced from the Rhine to the English Channel, from the

Pyrenees to the Arctic Circle.
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The U.S. response to these events was also dramatic. President Franklin Roosevelt
encouraged Congress to write and to pass legistation which would establish a peace time draft,
the first in the history of the nation. This legislation became know as the Burke-Wadsworth Bill.
It created the Selective Service System and made provision for calling into Federal service of
up to 500,000 men. This legislation passed Congress and was signed by the President on
September 16, 1940, The President also signed an Executive order which called selected
National Guard units into active service for one year of advanced training. Most of these units
would report to training camps in the spring of 1941,

On May 16, 1940, the Congress had been asked to appropritate one billion dollars for the
national defense. Part of this money would be used to build army training camps. It is possible
that the presence on the appropriations committee of Senator Kenneth McKellar helped guarantee
that some of this money would be spent in Tennessee. If this is the case, the Senator’s influence
was exerted behind the scenes. There is no evidence in te Senator’s papers that special
consideration was given to his home state. The Tullahoma site seems o have been considered
on merit.

Now there were men to be trained. Camps were needed in which to train them. Camp
Forrest was about to be born. And so was a new hit song: "Good-bye, Dear. I'll see you in

Just One Year." Reveille had sounded.
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Boom Times In Tullahoma

Later it would seem Camp Forrest had arrived on the scene like Pallas Athene, fully
grown. In reality there were stirrings in the political womb months before the birth. In June
1940 the State of Tennessee received up to $95,000,000 to improve Nattonal Guard training
facilities around the state. This money was to be administered by the Works Progress
Administration (WPA) but a considerable part of this sum was to be spent at Camp Peay. A
firm commitment to expand Camp Peay came in September 1940 when Senator Tom Stewart
announced that the Camp would become a teat facility for 18 to 20,000 troops. The state had
already surveyed and placed under option 10,000 acres of land adjoining the existing facility and
an additional 35,000 to 40,000 acres was expected to be optioned. A total of $160,000 had been
spent on this process with most of the money coming from the WPA.

Plans changed as rapidly as the unfolding international situation. As the Luftwaffe
pounded Britain in the Blitz the War Department decided Camp Peay would become a major
military base. In October 1940, it was announced that work would begin immediately on a new
Army base costing a minimum of thirteen miilion dollars. The University of the South had just
begun a flying school at Manchester to train pilots in case of U.S. entry into the war. Two
people suspected of being German spies were detained by the Manchester police. No more was
Tullahoimna a sleepy little southers town. Two things began to happen all at once.

The first major effort was land acquisition. The existing projections called for up to
40,000 acres of land for the Camp with about 13,000 acres needed immediately for the
construction of buildings and training facilities. Only a small part of this initial area had ever

been farmed. Most of the site was scrub timber which had been ruined for logging by frequent
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woods fires. During the preceding weeks, since June, many landowners had signed agreements
to lease their land to the State of Tennessee as a patriotic gesture. The state had offered to lease
the land at a fee of $1.00 to $1.50 per acre annually, Now the leases were being taken up and
there was a strong probability that the leased land would be purchased outright. This caused
some regret on the part of many and an attempt to renig on the part of a few.

Henry A. PFouich and John Heiskell were the field attorneys for the sate working to
acquire the land. These two men set up offices upstairs over the First National Bank on Atlantic
Street and from there sent out a large volume of mail and received a steady stream of callers in
their work to arrange the legal matters of land acquisition. Concern on the part of land owners
increased in the early fall of 1941 when Foutch and Heiskell began to send out notices that
leases would not be renewed: at the end of 1941 but that the state would exercise its option to
buy the land outright. This option to buy had been a part of the leases signed in 1941.

A surprising number of these landowners were absentee landlords. Elizabeth Worden,
who owned 510 acres, lived near Mobile, Alabama. Agnes Towe, who owned 310 acres, lived
in Delevan, Illinois. Andrew Lee Modlin, owner of 25 acres, lived in Inkster, Michigan.

After only a small start had been made on building, construction came to a halt because
not enough land had been secured. The U.S. government spoke of the Camp being moved to
a different location. Under this threatening possibility local civic leaders swung into action.
Former State Treasurer John Harton, Mayor Donald Campbell, and others sent out patrols of
citizens armed with lease forms to get landowners to lease their property or to sell it outright.

By October 9, 1940, the necessary acreage was gained.

12




Naturally, some people attempted to profit unduly from this situation. Three local
business men acquired 3, 100 acres of land in the projected Camp site in September, just a short
time before an official announcement was made that the project would begin. Although they
apparently agreed to lease the land the state was forced to take the men te court to force them
to execute the leases. -

Of course, many well meaning people who were quite ready to support the war effort were
simply hesitant to give up homes and the memories associated with them. To make sure such
people were ireated fairly, even in the rush to acquire the land, an appeals process was
established for those who felt the p_ricc offered was too low. A five man Board of Appeals was
established to hear appeals in the Circuit Court Clerk’s office. If this did not resolve the matter,
a second Board could hear the appeal and legai action was allowed. This did not prove to be
necessary except in a very few cases.

A sampling of transactions in the office of the Registrar of Deeds for Caffee County shows
large blocks of land sold to the State of Tennessee by the Tennessee Property Company and the
Nashville, Chattancoga, and St. Louis Railroad for $5.00 an acre. C.A. Halloway received
$3,250.00 for 65 acres, a house, barn, and improvemenis. Other farmers who had no houses
or barns, such as O.T. Steele, received just under $21.00 an acre. G.G. Rhudy had 48 acres
seized for non-payment of taxes. By contrast, H.W. Carroll of Tullahoma sold a city lot on
Jackson street to the Southern Bell Telephone Company for $3,500.00. Land fronting the
proposed entrance to the Camp was selling at $1.35 per foot of road frontage for lots two

hundred feet deep. Clearly, Tullahoma was experiencing a real estate boom. There was talk
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of a new hospital which might cost as much as one million dollars. A local paper made the
prophetic statement that "an increase is expected in the demand for housing."

Another round of land acquisitions began in late 1941 and continued into 1942. This was
made necessary by the decision to expand the Camp by an additional 21,000 acres. In this
expansion about 5,000 acres were seized by the state under the Right of Eminent Domain.
Seventeen landowners contested the state’s valuation of their property and received h_ighcr prices
than had been offered originally. The most expensive house purchased by the state for the Camp
Forrest expansion was valued at $1,700.00 The house was owned by Hugh and AD Snoddy.
They also had a barn v_é.lued at $450.00, other farm buildings valued at $200.00, fences worth
$116.00, wells worth $105.00, and standing crops worth $95.00. The cleared land on their farm
was valued at $2,075.00, woodland at $250.00, and orchards at $50.00. Shirley Cobb, a
veteran of World War One, lost 133 acres to the Camp. He was paid $4,000.00 including
$550.00 for “improvements." On the adjacent C.B. Ragan farm 72 acres were valued at
$4,055.00 including two barns worth a total of $800.00 and a house worth $300.00.

Some disputes over land in this expansion area dragged on for several months. Dr. Jack
Farrah did not reach a settlement with the state until 1944 while Alonzo Redferin settled his
claim on November 16, 1945,

In the midst of these suits one reaction stands out by having an entirely different attitude.
John Harton, Jr., owned 500 acres of land in the area desired by the Camp. His father, John
Harton, Sr., State Treasurer, bought the land for $4,000.00 and gave it to the state because the

did not think it proper for the state to do business with its own officials or their families. No
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bill was ever presented the state for this land although friends of the Hartons spontaneously
advocated their cause and were successful in having John, Sr., reimbursed.

Major C.H. Breitweiser of the Corps of Engineers was placed in charge of the
construction and a hiring office was opened on Hogan street in Tullahoma. When this office
was opened the city of Tullahoma employed six full time policemen, two on each shift. There
were three reserve policemen. First National Bank had been designated the payroll office for
Hardaway-Creighton Construction and it prepared for a payroll of $200,000.00 a week. The
actual payroll was to be between $750,000.00 and $800,000.00. Fortunately, the bank
president, E.D. Blackmen, had the bank remodeled so as to handle a larger crowd of customers.
Instead of the usual fifteen to twenty people present during a busy hour he had been told to
expect 4,000 customers on pay days.

Lee Beavers was in college in Bowling Green, Kentucky, and was in Tullahoma visiting
his sister. He had gone to the depot to catch the train for Nashville when he saw a crowd of
people near the old post office. When he walked over to investigate a man sitting at a desk
asked if he wanted a job. He accepted immediately and reported to the site. The Camp Peay
buildings were being used as offices for the construction site. He was assigned badge number
twenty-two simply because he was among the first hired. Later on, this low badge number
caused a lot of people to think he was an important official. His first job was fo answer the
telephone in a virtually empty building and then track down the people wanted on the phone.
Later on he was given a small truck to use in this chore.

Edward Delk was a farmer in Bedford County, living with his foster parents. With th§:

harvest in there was little work on the farm and he heard from a friend about work at
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Tullahoma. This friend gave Delk and his father a note to a man on the site named "Red"
Woods. With this personal recommendation Delk and his father were hired on the spot. While
his father was hired as a skilled carpenter at $1.25 an hour, Delk went to work for B & W
Sheetmetal Company putting flashing over the concrete foundation piers of buildings so termites
would not infest the wooden structures, When the weather turned bad Delk again used his
personal contact with Red Woods to get a job driving a station wagon taking engineers around
the site and running errands into town. At this job Delk earned $0.80 an hour,

Charlie Ghea had been in the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) when he heard of work
in Tullahoma so he came home from the CCC and took a job digging ditches at $0.40 an hour.
Later he became a time keeper and assisted the foreman in supervising a work gang of about
seventy-five men. For this he was paid $0.60 an hour.

Homer Rogers of Manchester ran a tourist court. He and a group of men went down to
Tullahoma looking for work. The carpenters were under a "closed shop" union agreement and
the membership fee was $50.00. Rogers was the only person in the group with that much
money so he joined the Local and was given a job. Because the shift had already started he was
told to come back the next day but decided to go on to the site to see what was going on. "I
got out there in the area they were building on, I saw these big stacks of lumber and a wire
fence. Then I saw some people about a hundred yards away. I headéd on over that way.

"Mr. Bryan was a guard and had a shotgun. He said 'Oh, no! You can’t do that. ['m
a guard and would be forced to shoot if you get near that fence.’” I said I was going anyway.

"He said, "Don’t tell nobody I seen you.'"
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Rogers had some carpentry experience so he went to work that day with badge number
twelve. Because of his experience he was soon made a foreman and earned $2.00 an hour.

As a foreman Rogers was supposed to build the forms for concrete to be poured 1n to
make foundations for buildings. Most crews had seventy-five men but Rogers felt this was too
many, they just got in each other’s way. He convinced the supervisor to give him twenty.
carpenters and ten laborers. With this crew th‘ey had their form compieted by 3:00p.m. and it
had passed inspection. After that Rogers was sent to a new crew each day to show them his
" style of building.

Larry Campbell of Manchester was selling insurance when a friend offered him a job as
a time checker at the construction site. When people reported for work they came in through
some fifty gates in a long shed-like structure, At that point they signed their time cards as being
at work and then dispersed to their work sites. Security was so lax it was quite possible for a
person to have more than one time card under different names and so draw more than one
check. To prevent this "time checkers” were sent out to each work site at random intervals o
make sure the people who were supposed to be there really were there. Campbell’s shift was
from ten p.m. to six a.m. About four thousand men worked on the night shift.

Moving about the site in the night to visit the various work crews was not without hazards.
Water and sewer lines were being put in and the area was criss-crossed with ditches up to twelve
feet deep. There were also holes four feet across and ten feet deep where posts for high-tension
electric lines were to go in. One time checker fell in one of these holes one night and had to

wait for daylight when a work crew came along before he could get out.
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and neither then nor later would all their time have been spent working. Even in circumstances
of rigorous training time was made available for recreation and religious pursuits. On Camp
Forrest itself was constructed a large sports arena which could also be used for plays, concerts,
and shows. When the United Service Organization (USQ) tours began a number of well known
entertainers would appear at Camp Forrest. Adjacent to this facility was the post library
containing eight thousand volumes under the supervision of Miss Martha LaGrone, camp
librarian. There were four motion picture theaters with each having two shows nightly and a
- matinee on Sunday. There were thirty-eight post exchanges open from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
and from 4:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. weekdays; 11:00 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. on Saturday, and 1:00
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Sunday.

Spiritual needs were addressed by twelve chapels with four chaplains permanently attached
to the base and other _chaplains serving with the units training at Camp Forrest. In 1941 over
five hundred Jewish servicemen celebrated Rosh Hosannah at the Camp. The main chapel was

. on Block 6, F Street. Thesé chapels had been built at a cost of $21,220.00 each. They were
-constructed so all three major faiths, Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish, could use them. The
chapel altars were set on rails and could be slid into a recess in the back wall so as to become
part of the paneling. Each building had a balcony at the rear on which was placed an organ.
Each building was designed to seat 360 worshippers.

Because the camp was such a sprawling place busses and taxis were operated on the base.
Within the camp bus fare was $0. 10 and taxis could charge $0.25. The same fares were charged

from Gate #1 to Tullahoma.
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the news as participants in major battles affecting the progress of military events. Citizens also
found they could respond to meet challenges and to solve problems. Not only did the area adjust
to the presence of a major Army base but local leaders had to learn to look at local problems
in the light of national and international events.

These same local leaders travelled frequently to Washington, D.C., and became familiar
with the workings of the federal government and how to use federal programs to benefit thetr
area. It was this knowledge of the workings of the federal government and a determination not
to slip back into the status of an economic backwater which caused Tullahoma to enter the
competition for the location of the Arnold Engineering Development Center, a competition
Tullahoma won in 1949,

The appeal of jobs and a degree of prosperity was strong when Tullahoma became the
home of Camp Forrest in 1940. The development of a broader vision of the future was an even
more important development which did not occur automatically but which was made possible
by a town and its leaders having the vision to seize the opportune moment the camp represented.

What did Camp Forrest mean to the nation as a whole? Camp Forrest trained more
troops for the U.S. Armed Forces than any other base except one. By using a figure of almost
12,000 men for each division and appropriate strength numbers for smaller units it seems that
at least one million men were stationed at Camp Forrest during the Second World War. This
does not include those who had incidental contact with the camp during the Tennessee
Maneuvers. Since the United States had approximately fifteen million people in uniform during

the war Camp Forrest was "home” to about 6.5% of the total U.S. manpower.

185

























